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Reflection. I was talking with a 35-year-old a couple of days ago, and I referred to 

something in “the new prayer book.”  

“What new prayer book?” he wanted to know. 

Ah, yes, the prayer book we use in worship today is the only one he has ever known. 

He was born in 1980, and the 1979 Book of Common Prayer (“BCP”) is the one he grew 

up with. I, on the other hand, probably still have on my bookshelf copies of the “green 

book” and the “zebra book” - just two of the revisions of the 1928 Book of Common 

Prayer that were compiled for trial use before the final adoption of the current BCP in 

1979.  

The American prayer book of 1979 has been said to be the most substantial prayer book 

revision since the compiling of the first English prayer book in 1549. Considerable 

efforts were made in the 1979 book to incorporate contemporary language and to 

engage the congregation in the worship of the church. Nowhere is this more evident 

than in the Prayers of the People, which replaces the traditional “Prayer for the Whole 

State of Christ’s Church” in the 1928 book. That ancient prayer has been used in English 

and American prayer books in various forms throughout the book’s history, and while 

it is updated in Rite I of the 1979 book, it is still primarily led by the celebrant, with little 

or no response from the congregation.   

In the 1979 book, however, rather than providing one fixed text, Rite II gives latitude 

about the structure and language for the Prayers of the People, provided they always 

address six categories. On page 383, the rubric notes that prayer must be offered for:  

- The Universal Church, its members, and its mission 

- The Nation and all in authority 

- The welfare of the world 

- The concerns of the community 



- Those who suffer and those in any trouble 

- The departed  

While adaptations and insertions are allowed, these categories must be covered. The 
prayers are led by a deacon or other leader, in most congregations by a lay person. Five 
of the six forms for the prayers offered on pages 383-393 of the BCP provide for audible 
responses from the congregation to each petition, with Form II inviting responses 
“silently or aloud.”  
  
Today’s Practice. It is right and fitting, therefore, that we begin our 2015 Lenten 
spiritual practices starting with The Book of Common Prayer. For today’s practice, we 
invite you to compose your own “prayers of the people” following the categories above. 
In praying for the universal church, for instance, you might lift up the 88 congregations 
in the Diocese of West Texas, and especially your own congregation. In praying for the 
welfare of the world, you need only read a newspaper or watch the television news and 
lift to God the names, places, and faces you see.  
 
You can write your prayers in a journal, share them with a small group, email them to a 
friend, or simply recite them to yourself. Whatever form you use, remember that the 
prayers of the entire church from over the centuries are with you. 
 
 


