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The Second Temptation of Jesus (Luke 4:5-8) 
 
The Second Temptation of Jesus: the Story from Scripture.  
Luke 4:5 Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of 
the world. 6 And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this 
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7 If you, 
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, 
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’”  
 
Interpreting the Reading.  
Centuries before the time of Jesus, the psalmist pointed to the ongoing conflict between 
God and the leaders of the world’s nations. Psalm 2 contains a divine promise to God’s 
anointed son. Let’s listen to the psalm, because it serves as a backdrop for this second 
encounter between Jesus and the devil. In Psalm 2 you will hear several familiar sayings 
that are reflected or quoted a few centuries later in our Christian canonical gospels.  
 
Psalm 2 
1  Why do the nations conspire, 
  and the peoples plot in vain?  
2  The kings of the earth set themselves, 
  and the rulers take counsel together, 
  against the LORD and his anointed, saying,  
3  “Let us burst their bonds asunder, 
  and cast their cords from us.” 
   
4  He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
  the LORD has them in derision.  
5  Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 
  and terrify them in his fury, saying,  
6  “I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill.” 
   
7  I will tell of the decree of the LORD: 
 He said to me, “You are my son; 
  today I have begotten you.  
8  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
  and the ends of the earth your possession.  
9  You shall break them with a rod of iron, 
  and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 
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10  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
  be warned, O rulers of the earth.  
11  Serve the LORD with fear, 
  with trembling 12 kiss his feet, 
 or he will be angry, and you will perish in the way; 
  for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
 Happy are all who take refuge in him. 
   
In today’s second temptation, the devil offers Jesus a plausible and immediate 
opportunity to acquire what God wants for God’s Son according to v. 8 in the psalm: “I 
will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession” says the 
Lord. But this can be yours right now, the devil tells Jesus. All you have to do is 
“worship me” rather than God. If you will do this, says the devil, all the kingdoms of the 
world that lay before you right now will be yours. If Jesus decides to worship and serve 
the devil rather than God, all the political and military rule over the kingdoms of the 
world will be his immediately! No waiting or patience required!  
 
Jesus again responds to the temptation by quoting scripture from Deuteronomy 6:13. 
There Moses warns Israel not to follow other gods. Human life is defined by more than 
acquiring and exercising power over people, which amounts to serving worldly idols 
and gods. The people of God are to direct their worship and service solely to the 
ultimate source of all life, to the God of all creation. They are to care for one another, not 
rule over them.   
 
For Reflection and Action.  
In what relationships are you tempted to exercise power over others? Your aging 
parents? A friend or co-worker? Maybe even your spouse? Have you ever considered 
that this desire to rule over others might be a temptation of the devil?  
 
Many people around us can unknowingly become an agent of temptation in our lives. 
Make a list of all the people or institutions that offer you various opportunities to 
exercise power and authority over others. In what ways must you obey or defer to these 
people or institutions in order to obtain and maintain this power and authority over 
others? What actions would reflect your decision to turn back to God and to resist these 
temptations by worshiping and serving only the one true and living God?  
 
Prayer.  
Gracious God of all creation, open my eyes to see all the ways I am tempted to serve 
worldly idols and gods in order to gain power and authority over others; free me from 
control and domination by these idols and gods, that I may turn back to you, serving 
only you, the one true and living God. Amen.   


