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The Third Temptation of Jesus: the Story from Scripture.  
Luke 4:9 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 
for it is written, 
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
  to protect you,’  
11 and 
 ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
  so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”  
12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 13 When 
the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 
 
Interpreting the Reading.  
Having twice been defeated because Jesus followed particular scriptural mandates 
(Deuteronomy 8:3; 6:13) to resist earlier temptations, the devil now tempts Jesus to 
entrust his very life to the words of Scripture to prove he is the Son of God. The devil 
takes Jesus to the heights of the temple and challenges him to jump off to demonstrate 
his trust in God’s promise set out in the words of Psalm 91:11-12. Quoted in vv. 10-11 of 
today’s passage, God promises to send angels to protect God’s faithful servant without 
regard to the danger encountered. The devil invites Jesus to put his life in the hands of 
the literal words of the psalm, which appear to contain God’s absolute promise to 
protect and save Jesus if he jumps from the pinnacle of the temple. The devil tempts 
Jesus to jump with blind faith, completely trusting the scriptural promise that God will 
save the faithful.  
 
Jesus responds by contrasting Scripture with Scripture. Turning to Deuteronomy once 
again, this time at 6:16, Jesus reminds the devil that God’s people never put God to the 
test. The people of God do not rely on the literal words of Scripture to try to force God’s 
hand to act in any particular way.1 Neither the Son of God nor the people of God are to 
make demands on the Father by trying to manipulate God for personal purposes.  
 
Summary of the Three Temptations of Jesus.  
This week we have reflected on the three temptations of Jesus according to the Gospel 
of Luke (4:1-13). We have seen how the beloved Son of God resisted the temptation to 
exercise power over nature to satisfy his own material needs. He also resisted the 
temptation to accept power and authority over others in order to glorify himself. 

                                                
1 See Luke Timothy Johnson, Luke, p. 76.  
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Finally, Jesus resisted the temptation to try to exercise power over God by entrusting 
himself to a literal reading of Scripture. In all three instances, Jesus rejects the devil’s 
proposed interpretations of what it means for Jesus to be the Spirit-filled and divinely 
empowered Son of God.  
 
Through this process of temptation and resistance, Jesus gains greater clarity about his 
own call from God and his mission to the world. Rather than using power to meet his 
own needs and gaining authority to rule over others, he realizes his ministry is about 
serving the needs of others. He articulates his own mission statement a few verses later 
in Luke 4:18-19:  
 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free,  
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  
 
Let those of us with ears to hear, listen! Resist the devil’s temptations, as you seek to 
serve others as part of God’s mission to the world.  
 
Reflection and Action.  
List some ways that past temptations helped you gain clarity about the ways God is 
calling you to faithfulness in the world.  
 
Have there been times when you were tempted to put God to the test by insisting that 
God perform according to a particular passage in Scripture? What does the story in 
today’s temptation of Jesus suggest to you?  
 
Have there been times when, like the devil in today’s story, you have been tempted to 
use Scripture offensively to get someone to serve your interests or conform to your view 
of the world? What does the story of Christ’s temptation in today’s passage say to you?  
 
Are there other ways you put God to the test in your own life?  
 
Prayer.   
God of all creation and nature, God over all the universe, God of all Scripture who calls 
us into your service in a variety of ways and in a diversity of contexts: grant us the 
wisdom to recognize how the devil tempts us to abandon or pervert our callings from 
you; give us the courage to resist these temptations; and the grace to carry out your will 
in our lives for the benefit of others and the world. Amen.  


