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Cloud of Witnesses: Making the Love of Christ Manifest in the 20th Century 

Introduction 

The Cloud of Witnesses are our holy companions whose lives give us a manifestation of 
Christ’s love in their particular times and places. Each time and place in history calls for 
a unique response to the Gospel. As we reflect on the times of the 20th century, each 
Thursday we will see how people from a variety of backgrounds and religious 
experiences put their love in action. We will also see that their action came from a deep 
spiritual center of prayer, the importance of serving in community, and thoughtful 
listening to the needs of the world. May their lives illuminate our own lives, so that we 
may join them as “faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.” 

Our schedule of Lenten reflections:  

Thursday, February 26: Mother Teresa: The Calling of Love 
Thursday, March 5: Dietrich Bonheoffer: The Risk of Love 
Thursday, March 12: Dorothy Day:  The Hospitality of Love 
Thursday, March 19: Desmond Tutu: Speaking the Truth for Reconciliation in Love 
Thursday, March 16: Thomas Merton: The Contemplation of Love 

 

Prayer (by Thomas Merton) 
Fill us then with love, and let us be bound together with love as we go our diverse 
ways, united in this one spirit which makes You present in the world, which makes You 
witness to the ultimate reality that is love. Love has overcome. Love is victorious. Amen. 
 

Mother Teresa: The Call of Love  

Reflection.  

“We cannot love one another unless we hear the voice of God in our hearts.” 

 

This calling of love came to Mother Teresa as young girl in Albania. She made her vows 

to become a nun and joined a convent in India. After twenty years of teaching in a 

convent, she looked out the window and saw the poor and dying in the streets of 



Calcutta. She knew then that her deeper calling was to serve “the poorest of the poor.”  

She did not have elaborate plans or great expectations.   Her only desire was to “do the 

little things with great love.” 

 

Fidelity to this calling gave her the gifts of humility and singleness of heart. In our 

culture, we often become obsessed with too many callings. There is also an inner desire 

to see the results, to look at the numbers, and to receive affirmation and praise for all 

our service. For Mother Teresa, simplicity and smallness were at the heart of the Gospel.  

 

Like many of us, she had times of doubt and interior darkness. In these times she would 

still rise every day with a smile and with the assurance of her own words of 

encouragement: “You are God’s good news; you are God’s love in action. Through you, 

God is still loving the world.”  

 

Mother Teresa is a witness to listening, following, and showing joy in our calling. 

 

Spiritual Practice.  

Today reflect on your own calling. Was there a time when you first had an inner stirring 

to love or to love in a new way? Mother Teresa called herself, “a pencil writing God’s 

words.” What image would you give for your calling? Today take the words of this 

image and be mindful of them in all parts of your life such as driving a car, mowing the 

lawn, teaching a child, or chairing a meeting. Listen to your calling of love in the streets 

where you live. 

 

Prayer.  

O God, You honor us with the high calling of your love. May we listen more closely 

every day to this calling. Give us discernment to know the places and people who need 

the gifts of this calling, and may we respond in faithfulness and joy to your divine 

invitation. Amen.  

 

      

 

 

 

 



  


