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Reflection.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a theologian and pastor, but he is best known for his heroic 

and passionate opposition to Hitler and the Nazi Regime, for bold resistance which 

would ultimately lead to his death. A true theologian, he saw at an early age that to 

follow Christ would be costly. This cost became clearer as the Nazis began to take over 

the German church and persecute the Jews.  He made the choice to take the risk of 

speaking out and establishing an underground seminary to provide the spiritual 

resources for radical discipleship. He realized that only in community can we be 

Christ’s presence to one another. His strong voice of faith and resistance was discovered 

by Hitler, and he was sent to prison for two years. During that time of isolation, and 

seeing before him the deep suffering of the prisoners and in the guards, his prayers 

became the source of his strength for his life and all those around him.  

 

Bonhoeffer is a witness to what it means to take Christ into the challenges of one’s own 

time. He says the risk of discipleship may lead to the unknown, but it is a pearl of great 

price. He inspires us to have the courage to speak out, but to remember that courage 

comes only from Christ. As a Christian, he questioned, he doubted, and yet his prayer 

at the end of his life was praise and submission. One month before the Germans 

surrendered, Bonhoeffer was sentenced to death by hanging. A physician watching his 

preparation for death said, “I have hardly ever seen a man die so submissive to the will 

of God.”  

 

Spiritual Practice.  



Bonhoeffer’s most famous book, Letters and Papers from Prison,1 reflects his 

understanding of the need for community and how we need one another for prayer and 

discernment especially in times of taking risks. He reminds us that grace is knowing we 

are not alone. 

 

Recall someone who has encouraged or prayed for you in taking risks. Take some time 

today to write that person a letter expressing your awareness and gratitude.  

 

Prayer.  

O God, You give us the vision of everlasting love for all the world. Give us courage and 

faith to take the risk of speaking out for those who have no voice, of going into places 

beyond our comfort zone, and of sharing in your sufferings. Each day may we be united 

together in prayer and community with the full assurance that no matter the cost, we 

are Yours. Amen.  

 

                                                           
1 There are several publishers of this book. See, for example, Martin E. Marty, Dietrich Bonhoeffer's "Letters 
and Papers from Prison": A Biography, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2011.  


