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Jesus is crucified. 

Mark 15:20 After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 
clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.

21 They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it 
was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22 Then they brought Jesus to the 
place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23 And they offered him wine mixed 
with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among 
them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 

25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The inscription of the 
charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And with him they crucified two 
bandits, one on his right and one on his left. 29 Those who passed by derided him, shaking 
their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31 In the same way the chief priests, along 
with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he 
cannot save himself. 32 Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so 
that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 

33 When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 
At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 When some of the bystanders 
heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 36 And someone ran, filled a sponge 
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see 
whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his 
last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 Now when the 
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly 
this man was God’s Son!” 

40 There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 These 
used to follow him and serve him when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women 
who had come up with him to Jerusalem. 



Interpreting the Reading. 
Seeing and believing lie at the heart of our Christian faith and discipleship. But 
seeing and believing what? 

For the chief priests and scribes that fateful day, seeing and believing required that 
Jesus come down off the cross to save himself (15:32). For others, “seeing” presented 
a different kind of challenge. By noon darkness was covering the whole land (15:33). 
Did they have “eyes to see” (see 4:12; 8:18) what was really taking place? Was this 
simply the tragic end of the story of another failure on the part of someone 
pretending to be God’s messiah? Or was it something much greater? 

Mark gives us clues that so much more is occurring. The darkness that covers the 
whole earth at noon recalls the words of the prophet Amos, speaking about the great 
and frightening Day of the Lord, the Day of God’s righteous judgment of the world: 

On that day, says the Lord God, I will make the sun go down at noon, and darken the 
earth in broad daylight. I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into 
lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on all loins, and baldness on every head; I will make it 
like the mourning for an only son, and the end of it like a bitter day (Amos 8:9-10). 

Mark interprets the death of Jesus as the beginning of God’s judgment of the world. 

Mark gives us another sign that God’s judgment does not bode well for those in 
authority in the world. The curtain of the Temple is torn in two from top to bottom 
at the moment of Jesus’ death (Mark 15:38). The Temple curtain is associated with 
the inner sanctuary of the Temple, the symbolic location for God’s divine presence. It 
is the place where the high priest enters once a year on the Day of Atonement and 
makes a sacrifice to atone for the sins of the people. When this curtain of the Holy of 
Holies in the Temple is torn at the moment of Jesus’ death, his prophecy about the 
doom of the Temple (13:1-2) seems to be divinely confirmed. The Temple will be 
destroyed. On the Day of the Lord, the rulers of this world are defeated, if our 
blindness has been healed and we have “eyes to see.” 

Despite the darkness and tragedy of this sad day, Mark nevertheless provides us 
with two examples of faithful discipleship. First, Simon of Cyrene appears to play a 
symbolic role as one who takes up his cross to follow Jesus. By doing so, he enacts 
the earlier words of Jesus: 

If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me (8:34).  

Simon of Cyrene demonstrates the true nature and cost of faithful discipleship. 
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Second, the women who have been so important to the life and ministry of Jesus also 
exemplify faithful discipleship. Mark tells us that they watched the crucifixion from 
a distance (15:40). These are the women who not only followed and served Jesus as 
disciples in Galilee, but also came up with him to Jerusalem and refused to abandon 
him in his time of deepest darkness. Unlike Peter, James, John and the other men 
who fled in fear, the women stay with Jesus throughout his ordeal. They deny 
themselves by forsaking their own safety to be present with Jesus to the bitter end. 
They, too, demonstrate the nature and cost of faithful discipleship. 

In summary: Mark’s Gospel presents a profoundly human Jesus. He is betrayed and 
abandoned by his friends; prays for deliverance from suffering while still placing 
God’s will above his own; suffers unthinkable abuse at the hands of the Jewish and 
Roman leadership; and dies an excruciatingly painful, slow death on the cross. 
Throughout all of the tragedy of the Good Friday story, Jesus models the faith and 
trust that exemplify self-surrender to God and an overarching commitment that 
God’s will be done rather than his own.

Good Friday confronts us, as disciples of Jesus, with two crucial questions. Do we 
have “eyes to see” the cross of Christ as God’s moral pattern for faithful human 
living that liberates us from the powers that oppress us? Do we have enough faith 
and trust to put our lives completely in God’s hands by denying ourselves, taking 
up our cross, and following in the footsteps of Jesus? 

Reflection and Action. 
Watch for and note all those moments throughout this day when someone’s act of 
self-giving service benefits the lives of others. At the close of the day, answer this 
question: do I have “eyes to see” God at work through the cross of Christ? 

Prayer.  
Gracious God of compassion, mercy, and life, whose Son Jesus Christ stretched out 
his arms on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of 
your saving embrace: so clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in 
love, and trusting in the moral pattern of Christ’s cross of self-giving love for others, 
might bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the 
honor of your Holy Name. Amen. (as adapted from the BCP, p. 101). 
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