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Introduction to Our Study for the Season of Epiphany 
Our title for this Epiphany season’s program is God Claims Us All. Each week 
we will focus on one aspect of vocation (or calling) from God. The word vocation 
comes from the Latin word vocare, which means “to call.” In the church we often 
think of vocation in the context of ordained ministry. But the biblical witness 
suggests otherwise. God calls each of us in a variety of different ways and 
contexts throughout the course of our lives. Thus, the title for this study: God 
Claims Us All.  
 
Our study will extend for five weeks and is designed for individuals and small 
groups. The study will include biblical passages, short commentaries on the 
passages, and questions for reflection. Each week there will be three different 
types of offerings for you to use. On Sundays we will post an introduction to the 
theme of that week’s study, along with a recorded interview with a resident of 
the diocese who will address a particular question relating to our study of 
vocation. During the week there will be five recorded daily reflections on 
Monday through Friday. Written forms of the reflections will also be posted 
online to accompany the recordings.  
 
In this abbreviated first week of study we will focus on three short passages 
associated with the Feast of the Epiphany – the manifestation of Jesus as God’s 
anointed one to Gentiles, Jews and the whole world. Next week, in Week Two of 
our study, the theme will be “The Will of God.” Week Three will draw our 
attention to “Listening For God’s Call.” “Grace Experienced” will be our focus in 
Week Four and in Week Five we pay close attention to “The Role of Others” in 
discerning and benefitting from our various vocations.   
 
	  
Week One: The Feast of the Epiphany (January 6) 
 
Opening Prayer 
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the Peoples of 
the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may 
see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. (Collect for the 
Feast of the Epiphany, January 6, Book	  of	  Common	  Prayer,	  p.	  214).	   
 
Introduction to this Week’s Study   
The word “epiphany” generally means an appearance or manifestation, 
especially of a god. An “epiphany” can also describe a sudden, intuitive 
perception of or insight into the reality or essential meaning of something, 
usually initiated by some simple or commonplace occurrence or experience.  
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In the Christian tradition, today, January 6, we celebrate the Feast of the 
Epiphany. We do so each year on this day by reading the well-known story of 
the three magi, who follow a star to find the baby Jesus in Bethlehem in Judea. 
Christians celebrate this event as the appearance or manifestation of Jesus Christ, 
the Jewish Messiah, to the Gentiles, represented by the three wise men from the 
East.  
 
In the Episcopal tradition the liturgical season of Epiphany runs from the Feast of 
the Epiphany on January 6 through the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday (this 
year, February 10). The gospel stories we will hear on the Sundays of this season 
describe different events that manifest to the world that Jesus is God’s “anointed 
one” (the “Christ”). We are called to respond in faith to these stories we hear. 
 
In the earliest days of the church, however, there was no liturgical season of 
Epiphany and there were no gospel stories to be read in worship services. People 
responded in faith to their experiences of Christ’s risen, living presence in their 
midst. So, too, in our contemporary setting, we respond in faith to our own 
encounters with the risen Christ, who continues to live in and through the 
faithfulness of those God calls to be his followers.  
 
The Collect for today’s Feast of the Epiphany recognizes that we, too, in our own 
time and world, continue to be led to the manifestations and presence of God 
through the work of the risen Christ in our own lives. Our experiences of the 
radiance and splendor of God’s glory take place through our encounters with the 
risen Christ, who reflects the light and life of God in every generation.  
 
In our online diocesan studies during this season of Epiphany and at intermittent 
times throughout this liturgical year, we will highlight how the risen Christ 
continues to manifest himself to us and reflect the glory of God to the world. This 
takes place in and through people like us, who faithfully live into our various 
vocations (or callings) from God.  
 
 
Wednesday, January 6  

“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star 
at its rising, and have come to pay him homage….	  ahead of them went the star 
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was” (Matthew 2:2, 9). 

 
God surprisingly calls three Gentile astrologers to be the means by which God 
will manifest to the wider world that the newborn baby Jesus is God’s anointed 
one, the messiah, the “king of the Jews.” As with all vocations from God, these 
three magi from the East must cooperate with God by saying “yes” to the call 
and responding appropriately. Through their star-gazing expertise, they 
recognize that a bright new celestial body has appeared in the nighttime sky. 
Because they are also familiar with the convictions and expectations of other 
world religions, including Judaism, they tentatively connect this bright new star 
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with the birth of the Jewish messiah. With their enlightened curiosity kindled 
anew, they set out to follow this star in the hope that they will experience the 
deeper meaning of the heavens now being manifested on earth.  
 

• What surprising new opportunity has arisen in your life recently? How does 
some kind of expertise or past experience in your life help you recognize this 
potential opportunity? How are you responding?  

• What step or steps have you taken to follow this prompting to determine if it is 
from God?  

 
 
Thursday, January 7  

Then John the Baptist’s father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke 
this prophecy…By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break 
upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1:67, 78-79).  

 
The Gospel writer Luke introduces the aging priest Zechariah and his barren 
wife Elizabeth as two righteous people before God, living blamelessly according 
to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. Yet, they are childless and 
now well beyond the age for child-bearing. Nevertheless, the angel Gabriel 
announces to Zechariah that Elizabeth will bear a son, and tells Zechariah they 
should call him John rather than following cultural tradition and naming him 
after his father or some other family member. According to Gabriel, John will 
become one of Israel’s great prophets and turn many people’s hearts back to the 
Lord. Gabriel also tells Zechariah that John will prepare the people to receive the 
Lord’s soon-to-come anointed one who will follow John into the world.  
 
At first Zechariah is skeptical of this divine good fortune and is struck mute. But 
when Elizabeth gives birth, Zechariah consents to calling his son John and 
regains his speech. He is filled with the Holy Spirit and praises God for what 
God has done for him. He not only rejoices over his new son John, but gives 
thanks that God has also seen the world’s suffering and is preparing to send 
God’s anointed one into the world to demonstrate for people how to live in 
concrete ways that lead them into peace and out of the darkness of conflict.  
 

• In what ways do you think you might be too old to serve God? Where have you 
become God’s agent for change in the world, despite your initial skepticism about 
your ability to do so?  

• Where have you seen God work through you to relieve some aspect of the world’s 
suffering?   

 
 
Friday, January 8 

Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought 
in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your 
servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
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which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel” (Luke 2:25, 29-32).  

 
The Holy Spirit had revealed to the devout and righteous man Simeon that he 
would not die before seeing God’s messiah. Now, the Spirit guides the aging 
Simeon into the temple, where he sees Mary and Joseph bring the child Jesus to 
be circumcised according to Jewish law. Because Simeon is steeped in the 
scriptural traditions of Israel, he recognizes Jesus as the manifestation of God’s 
salvation not only for Jews, but also for Gentiles throughout the whole world. 
Because Simeon’s sight and perspective have been thoroughly shaped by 
scripture, Simeon realizes that Jesus will not only be the revelation of God’s glory 
for Israel, but will become the light sent into the world to reveal God’s will for all 
people throughout the earth.  
 

• How do the scriptures shape your vision so that you are able to recognize the 
presence of Christ in your life?  

• In what ways do the scriptures help you to know the will of God as it is revealed 
in the person of Jesus?  

 
 


