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God Claims Us All 
A Biblical Study for Epiphany 2016 
 
Week Five: The Role of Others   
 
Opening Prayer  
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on 
earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us 
your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (Collect for the Fourth Sunday 
after the Epiphany, Book of Common Prayer, p. 215). 
 
Introduction to this Week’s Study  
The collect for this week links our human-scale prayers to the power of God as 
the Governor of the entirety of the creation. In essence, this linking up of the will 
of God with our daily endeavors is what vocation is all about. Prayer is the very 
beginning of vocation, the beginning of our callings, as our prayers open us up to 
care for others as God cares for them. As insignificant as we may feel that we are, 
God nonetheless uses us to participate in God’s plan of salvation by inspiring us, 
drawing us by our hearts and minds toward good work and healing love. As we 
answer our callings from God, we begin to enter into God’s peace. 
 
This week, we consider the significance of other people and the rest of the 
creation in our ability to respond adequately to God’s call. Others help us by 
amplifying and clarifying God’s voice, by naming what they see in us and how 
they see God working through us, and by drawing forth our compassion and 
care. Without them, God’s call would often go unrecognized and unheeded. 
Vocation is truly the work of a whole community. 
 
 
Monday, February 1 

Samuel looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now 
before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for 
the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made 
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 
Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord 
chosen this one.”  Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said 
to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send 
and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 
handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then 
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Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that 
day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.  (1 Samuel 16:6-
13) 

 
In the passage above, we have entered into the story of the priest Samuel 
attempting to discern which of the sons of Jesse God desires to anoint as king of 
Israel, following Saul. Jesse brings each of his sons before Samuel, but none of 
them is the Lord’s chosen, until someone is sent to fetch the youngest, David, 
who is out in the fields keeping the sheep. This is an important story for thinking 
about how God calls people, as David does not receive his call to kingship on his 
own. It takes someone else, someone with experience and a keen sense of God’s 
will, to be the means by which God looks upon the heart and makes the best 
choice. God uses Samuel to help David receive his call. Once David is anointed 
by Samuel, God’s spirit falls upon him and empowers him to do the work he has 
been called to do. 
 

• Think about the most important calls in your life (to marriage or to a community, 
to parenthood or other important relationships, to a certain kind of work, to self-
offering in a volunteer position, etc.). Who helped you to hear this call? Give 
thanks for that person today. 

 
 
Tuesday, February 2 

The land shall enjoy its sabbath years as long as it lies desolate, while you 
are in the land of your enemies; then the land shall rest, and enjoy its 
sabbath years. As long as it lies desolate, it shall have the rest it did not 
have on your sabbaths when you were living on it. (Leviticus 26:34-35) 
 

This reading from Leviticus offers us a way to think about how deeply our calls 
from God are linked to the vocation and well-being of others, including the well-
being of the non-human creation. The passage speaks of the time when the 
Israelites have been exiled to Babylon. Then, finally, the land of Israel will have 
the rest that the people were not willing to give it when they were living on it. 
The people and the land are both called to be fruitful, but not at the expense of 
one another, and not in a way that ignores the wisdom of rest and giving thanks 
to God. God calls us within the context of God’s love and care for the whole 
creation. 
 

• How is God revealed to you in the non-human creation? 
• What part of the creation has been especially entrusted to you to care for? 
• How is Sabbath rest a part of your calling? 

 
 
Wednesday, February 3 

Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and 
did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 
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but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately 
heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the 
woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast 
the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed 
first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 
But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—
the demon has left your daughter.” So she went home, found the child 
lying on the bed, and the demon gone. (Mark 7:24-30) 

 
Today we reflect on one of the most surprising traditions preserved in the holy 
writings of the early church. The story is surprising in two ways. First, it is 
arguably the only story of its kind in the gospels. Jesus is depicted as rude and 
dismissive to this distraught Gentile woman seeking help for her demon-
possessed daughter. We might excuse Jesus’ very human behavior, since the 
woman has interrupted his journey up the Mediterranean coast into Gentile 
territory to find some anonymity and solitude far away from the Jewish crowds 
that continue to surge around him and seek his help.  
 
But the story is surprising at a second, deeper level. In his encounter with this 
Gentile woman, Jesus appears to have a revelatory moment that broadens his 
understanding of the scope of his own vocation. In response to the woman’s plea 
to cast out her daughter’s unclean spirit, something Jesus does regularly for other 
Jews back in Galilee, he seems to suggest that his vocation is to minister only to 
Jews. He implies that God’s saving power is reserved for God’s chosen people. 
The woman does not relent. Fully acknowledging her undeserving status, she 
nevertheless continues to beg Jesus for help. Jesus seems to gain a new insight on 
his own vocation through her insistence that there is enough healing power to go 
around for everyone. God is calling him to minister to everyone – whether Jew or 
Gentile - who has faith in God’s healing power. 
 

• Identify some of the ways that other people have helped you discern a particular 
call from God.  

• In what ways have other people helped you change or redirect a particular 
vocation?  

• How have other people helped you see that one of your vocations from God was 
broader in scope than you imagined?  

 
 
Thursday, February 4 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 
given you in Christ Jesus, for in all kinds of ways you have been enriched in him, 
in all kinds of speech and knowledge — when the witness of Christ was confirmed 
among you. (1 Corinthians 1:4-6) 

 
Today’s passage from the opening lines of Paul’s first letter to the church in 
Corinth provides us with two different insights into the important role of others 
in discerning our vocations from God.  
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First, by faithfully living out his own vocation, Paul has become a channel of 
God’s grace that has enriched the members of the church in Corinth. Paul gives 
thanks for some very specific ways that God’s life-giving power has been poured 
out the community as confirmation of Paul’s witness of Christ among them. 
Their new life in Christ is the fruit of Paul’s vocations to be evangelist, teacher, 
preacher, and prophet.   
 
Second, by gracing members of the church in some very particular ways, God 
has now equipped some of the church’s members for their new vocations. Paul 
tells them that they have been filled with all kinds of new knowledge. We learn 
later in the letter that this is knowledge about the one true God who is the source 
of all life, and about the self-giving pattern of life that this God has now affirmed 
in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. By giving church members this 
specific instantiation of grace, God also calls them to use this new knowledge 
faithfully for the benefit of others in the community and the wider world. We 
learn in these short verses that the Corinthians have also been enriched through 
God’s grace in all kinds of new speech; later in the letter we learn that they are 
now more fully equipped with deeper ways to talk about God and to God in their 
spiritual and liturgical life together. By giving them this particular incarnation of 
grace, God calls the church to use these new kinds of speech in ways that build 
up the community rather than tear it down. 
 

• Has God confirmed one of your vocations by enriching others with life-giving 
grace through your actions?  

• Have you ever discovered one of your vocations from God by observing the fruit of 
your actions in the lives of others?  

• Identify some of the people who, by faithfully living out their own vocations, have 
equipped you to carry out your own vocations. In what concrete ways were you 
graced by God through their actions?  

 
 
Friday, February 5  

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 
hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child 
in my womb leaped for joy.  And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior…” (Luke 1:39-47). 

 
This encounter between Mary and Elizabeth takes place just after Mary was 
visited by the angel who told her of the conception of Jesus. Mary immediately 
leaves to visit her kinswoman, Elizabeth, and it is this older woman’s recognition 
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of what is happening to her that brings forth Mary’s beautiful song that we know 
as the Magnificat. Elizabeth’s insight strengthens and clarifies Mary’s 
understanding of her calling and that of her son. Now she gives voice to her 
conviction that the child she is carrying is not only a personal joy, but God’s 
instrument of mercy and salvation to a hurting world. 
 

• Whom might you turn to, to clarify and strengthen your sense of calling? 
• Has anyone helped you to see that your calling from God is not just a personal 

joy, but part of God’s larger plan of caring for the world? 
 
 
 
Closing Thoughts  
This is the last day of our Epiphany study on how God claims each one of us as a 
participant in God’s work of loving, healing, and reconciling the whole creation. 
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 10. You may want 
to look back over this study, and especially your answers to the daily questions, 
to gather together your thoughts on how God is claiming and calling you at this 
time in your life. This kind of self-reflection could be an effective way to prepare 
for Ash Wednesday. 
 
If you are looking for a Lenten study, you might want to consider subscribing to 
“Growing a Rule of Life,” a collaboration of the Society of St. John the Evangelist 
and Virginia Theological Seminary. The study can be found at 
www.SSJE.org/growrule. Resources include a series of very brief daily videos 
with a question for reflection, as well as a workbook and Facilitators’ Guide. 


