
THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF WEST TEXAS 
 
God Claims Us All 
A Biblical Study for Epiphany 2016 
 
Week Four: Grace Experienced  
 
Opening Prayer  
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and 
proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole 
world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (Collect for the Third 
Sunday after the Epiphany, Book of Common Prayer, p. 215). 
 
Introduction to this Week’s Study  
The Collect for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany highlights two critical 
dimensions of God’s claim on our lives. First, it is God’s grace that empowers us 
to hear and respond to the many ways we are called into service in the name of 
Jesus Christ. In some of our biblical passages this week, we will identify Jesus 
Christ as the source of God’s grace in our lives and reflect on how God’s grace 
prepares and empowers us to proclaim the gospel of Christ in our own unique 
contexts. Second, we proclaim the gospel of Christ by becoming channels for 
God’s grace to enrich the lives of other people around us. These experiences of 
divine grace reveal the glory of Christ’s marvelous works in the world.  
 
Simply put, grace is the life-giving power of God that enriches the quality of our 
lives and relationships in the world. Grace is a gift from God, since the power to 
create new life rests in God alone. Nevertheless, as we will see in several of our 
biblical passages this week, God calls us to be good stewards of the grace given 
to us by offering ourselves in Christ-like service to the world. Through our 
faithful acts of self-giving for others, we hope to become the means by which 
other people experience this life-giving power of God and come to know God 
and our Lord Jesus Christ in deeper and more meaningful ways.     
 
 
Monday, January 25 

And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. From 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace (John 1:14,16). 
 

The first eighteen verses of the Gospel of John constitute a kind of interpretive 
key to the rest of the Gospel, and verse 14 is the crux of this introduction. Here 
the Word of God that formed the whole of creation takes on flesh in the person of 
Jesus of Nazareth, as though dwelling in a moveable tent on the earth [the 
biblical word tabernacle means, literally, a tent]. In the person of Jesus, God 
moved among us, listening and healing and feeding and teaching. The Gospel of 
John shows us how the glory of God can shine forth in the simplest of human 
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deeds when those deeds are channels of God’s grace. While there are occasional 
miracles in all of the Gospels, most of what Jesus does (and invites us to do as 
well) is quite ordinary, and that very ordinariness is glorious: showing 
compassion to the hurting person right in front of us, listening intently, noticing 
people, being a friend, sharing a meal. God’s glory shone forth through 
everything Jesus did as he listened and healed and fed and taught. In the Gospel 
of John, Jesus helps us find our way back to the life we were originally made for, 
by reminding us what true humanity looks like, and by pouring forth grace to 
empower us to imitate him. The world is made radiant as we partner with God’s 
grace and live into our callings. 
 

• Think back over the last week, and all of the people you interacted with. Was there 
a time when you felt as though an ordinary instance of human kindness was 
tinged with God’s glory? 

• Try an experiment today in really engaging the people you come into contact 
with. Watch for evidence of God’s grace manifesting itself in these engagements. 

 
 
Tuesday, January 26 

As good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever 
experience of grace each of you has received. (1 Peter 4:10) 
 

As we see in today’s short biblical quotation, God’s grace is manifold in our 
world. Our experiences of grace in daily life are as numerous and diverse as the 
variety of people and the unique contexts that shape life in our world. Although 
grace is a gift from God, our experiences of grace are not completely random. As 
followers of Jesus Christ we have a responsibility for what we do with the grace 
we have been given in our own lives. In the words of the author of the early 
Christian letter known as First Peter, we are called to be good stewards of this 
grace from God.   
 
In the ancient world a steward was someone who was given the responsibility to 
oversee and manage all the resources of the master’s household. In this position 
of trust the steward was given freedom to make decisions with regard to the 
disposition and use of the master’s resources. But the steward was also 
accountable to the master for making sure that the resources were used for the 
benefit of the master’s household.   
 
The author of First Peter utilizes this concept of stewardship to characterize our 
relationship to God’s grace. Through the different experiences of grace in our 
own lives, we discover many facets of this life-giving power given to each of us 
by God. Our experiences of grace give rise to a responsibility to use this divine 
resource faithfully, for the benefit of God’s people and the wider world. We 
faithfully carry out this stewardship responsibility by serving one another and 
becoming conduits for God’s grace to enrich the lives of those we serve.   
 

• Today’s biblical quotation makes it clear that God’s grace is not a “gift” that we 
receive and hold onto as our own personal possession. We are called by God to 
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serve others with whatever grace we have been given. Describe some of the ways 
you have experienced God’s grace in your own life. In what ways have you 
become a channel for that grace in your service of others? 

• Are there some areas of your life where you might become a channel of grace for 
others but have not yet put yourself in their service?  
 

 
Wednesday, January 27 

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I 
laid a foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must 
choose with care how to build on it. For no one can lay any foundation 
other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ (1 
Corinthians 3:10-11).   
 

In the passage above, the apostle Paul talks about how a faithful community can 
change over time, while not losing its core identity. He compares his labor in 
founding the church in Corinth to the work of a master builder. Other ministers 
had come along behind him, perhaps teaching the people some new or different 
practices, sometimes enhancing his work and other times altering it. Each 
minister’s task is simply to be a channel of the particular grace given to her or to 
him. With equanimity, Paul goes on to say that time will tell which of the 
practices will have staying power. In saying so, Paul gives us some clues as well, 
for determining how God’s grace might be guiding us. Is it clear that our 
foundation is in Christ? Do our practices of our faith have the quality of building up 
the people around us? As we look back over time, can we see that our growth in 
Christ has staying power? 
 

• This passage calls us to think about what particular aspects of God’s grace seem to 
have been entrusted to us to put into practice for the well-being of the world 
around us. 

• As you look back over time, how has God most consistently used you as a channel 
of grace? What practices have had staying power for you? 

 
 
Thursday, January 28 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we 
have many members, and not all the members have the same practice, so we, who 
are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 
another. We have events of grace that differ according to the grace given to us: 
prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 
diligence; the one having mercy, in cheerfulness. (Romans 12:3-8)  

 
Today’s passage follows directly on from Romans 12:1-2, which served as the 
basis for our reflections on Tuesday, January 12. In those two opening verses at 
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12:1-2, Paul tells the Romans to offer their bodies as a living sacrifice to God, and 
by doing so, to prove through testing what is the will of God in any particular 
situation. In today’s reading Paul sets out some very concrete suggestions for 
how the Romans might actually offer their bodies sacrificially so that they 
become channels of grace to benefit the lives of others.  
 
In the first verse today, Paul talks about one of the specific incarnations of grace 
given to him by God that has proven to be a channel of grace for others. Paul is 
gifted with practical wisdom about how to embody faithfully the patterns of 
Jesus Christ in people’s lives. So it is important, he says, that we not think too 
highly of our own capabilities and effectiveness. We are to evaluate the 
fruitfulness of our own actions with sober judgment, making sure to identify the 
ways God is gracing others through what we do.  
 
Paul also emphasizes the necessity for the diversity of practices in the body of 
Christ. If we are reflecting on our ministries with sober judgment, we realize how 
much we need one another. Valuing our various individual contributions 
ensures that we are a healthy Christian community.  
 
In the final sentence of the passage above, pay close attention to the fact that 
God’s life-giving grace is experienced among people “in” the doing of very 
particular actions. For instance, in the relationship between teacher and 
student(s), God’s grace is experienced “in” the teaching. So, too, for the person 
engaging in ministry, the grace is experienced “in” the ministering; grace is 
experienced “in” the act of encouragement offered by one person in support of 
the other. In every case Paul describes, the event of grace takes place in the 
relationship between the actor and the people benefitting from the action. Grace 
is experienced not only by the people whose lives are enriched as recipient’s of 
God’s grace, but also by the actors who offer themselves as living sacrifices in 
very specific ways.  
    

• What are some of your actions or ministries that have proven to be regular 
channels of grace for others? Are there actions you have taken that have proven 
less effective and fruitful for others?    

• Where have you experienced grace through someone else’s actions or ministries? 
For instance, who is a person that regularly proves to be a source of 
encouragement in your life? Who is a leader in your community whose diligence 
in leadership benefits everyone? Have you shared with them that they are 
channels of grace in your life?  
 

 
Friday, January 29  

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our 
neighbors, for we are members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do 
not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make room for the 
devil….Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful 
for building up, as there is need, so that your words may grace those who 
hear….Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and 
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wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has 
forgiven you. (Ephesians 4:25-27, 29, 31-32). 

 
In this latest election season, we are constantly being subjected to highly 
acrimonious political speech in the course of debates about the many contested 
issues impacting our conflicted world. This season of Epiphany is the perfect 
time for us as Christians to stop and ask ourselves this crucial question: are the 
words we are using in our conversations and debates with one other helping 
people to perceive the glory of Christ’s marvelous works in the world?  
 
Today’s passage from the letter to the Ephesians reminds us that as Christians 
we have a responsibility to be mindful about the words we use. According to 
Paul, in Christ our freedom of speech has limits. God calls us to speak the truth 
to our neighbors, but not with angry words that give Satan an opportunity to 
divide us and destroy our relationships with one another. Every word that comes 
out of our mouths should build up our brothers and sisters rather than tear them 
down. As good stewards of God’s grace, the words we use should become 
channels for God’s grace to enrich the lives of people to whom we speak.  
 
Paul exhorts us to pay attention to our hard feelings and failed expectations of 
others that cause us to use words in hurtful and destructive ways. He encourages 
us to be kind to one another and to forgive each other, suggesting that such 
practices will lead us to use words and patterns of speech that will find favor in 
the sight of God. After all, says Paul, God in Christ has forgiven each of us. 
Should we do any less for others?  
 

• Describe how you are being impacted by the words of people you hear or those to 
whom you listen.  

• What practices do you employ to ensure that your own words become channels of 
God’s grace in the lives of those to whom you speak, building them up rather than 
tearing them down? 

• What practices or disciplines do you employ to harness your emotions, so that 
they do not lead to destructive actions or words in your relationships with others?      

 
 

  
 
  
 
 


