
THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF WEST TEXAS 
 
God Claims Us All 
A Biblical Study for Epiphany 2016 
 
Week Three: Listening for God’s Call 
 
Opening Prayer  
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant 
that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the 
radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the 
ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. (Collect for the Second 
Sunday after the Epiphany, Book of Common Prayer, p. 215). 
 
Introduction to this Week’s Study  
The Collect for the Second Sunday after the Epiphany reminds us why we are 
considering the different ways and circumstances in which God claims all of us 
through our different vocations/callings. When we recognize a call from God 
and respond faithfully, our hope is that we and those we serve will shine with 
the radiance of Christ’s glory in the world. Christ’s glory is the divine light and 
new life that came into the world in the person of Jesus Christ, who showed 
people how to walk in ways that lead them into peace and out of places of 
darkness in the world.  
 
This week we will focus on the theme of what it means to listen for God’s call in 
our lives. Our engagement with this week’s theme of listening must be 
undertaken with an important caveat. Too many of us never literally “hear” the 
“voice” of God “speaking” to us and, consequently, we wrongly conclude that 
God does not call ordinary people like us. Sadly, we often fail to recognize God’s 
call because we take the language of the scripture texts too literally.  
 
This week we will present and reflect on a variety of biblical call stories. These 
stories present a diversity of experiences that constitute the faithful “listening” 
and “hearing” of God’s calls in people’s lives. Over the course of this week, we 
hope you will come to understand that the biblical language associated with 
listening and hearing God’s call is highly metaphorical. As we examine some of 
the nuances of these biblical call narratives, we invite you to look for ways they 
might intersect more closely with the circumstances and experiences of your own 
lives.  
 
 
Monday, January 18 

In the year that King Uzziah died, Isaiah saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 
and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance 
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two 
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they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and 
said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.”  
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house 
filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of hosts!” Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had 
been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with 
it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and 
your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” (Isaiah 6:1-8) 

 
In this passage from Israel’s great prophet Isaiah we encounter a traditional 
understanding of how many modern people think God calls people to serve the 
Lord. The prophet has a vision that includes an encounter with angels and God 
in the divine throne room. Isaiah sees and hears the voices of angels and even 
has a conversation with them about his unworthiness to serve God. The angels 
respond and cleanse him of his guilt, thereby preparing him for his divine 
calling. Then Isaiah hears the voice of God, inviting Isaiah to respond to God’s 
call to go forth and speak to others on God’s behalf.  
 

• This particular depiction of call as “hearing” God’s “voice” can unduly limit our 
understanding of divine call and maybe even cause some of us to miss our 
vocations from God. Have you ever had an experience of hearing the “voice” of 
God calling you in some aspect of your life? If so, how did you know it was the 
voice of God and not your own internal voice or some other human voice trying to 
lead you astray? 

• When someone tells you that they've heard God’s voice calling them to a 
particular vocation, what do you look for as confirmation of that calling? What do 
you see in your own life that confirms one of your own particular divine callings?  

 
 
Tuesday, January 19 

When God, who had set me apart before I was born and called me through 
his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me, so that I might proclaim 
him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with any human being, nor did I 
go up to Jerusalem to those who were already apostles before me, but I 
went away at once into Arabia, and afterwards I returned to Damascus 
(Galatians 1:15-17). 

 
Today we enter into a small piece taken from the first part of Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians, in which he recounts how he went from being a persecutor of Jesus-
followers to a believer. He says that the pivotal moment for him occurred when 
God granted him a revelation of Christ in him and a forceful call to proclaim 
Christ among the Gentiles. When the story is retold about fifty years later by the 
author of Acts, it is dramatized as an encounter between Paul and a vision of 
Christ who meets him on the road and calls to him. The later story has so 
influenced Christian imagination that it affects most translations of Galatians 
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1:16, which speak of a revelation of Christ to Paul. This detail of translation may 
seem like a small matter, but many modern people are able to relate more easily 
to a sense of calling that comes from within, rather than a call that comes from 
outside of them, as an audible voice. Paul radically changed his life on account of 
an interior intuition that resonated more deeply with the person he felt he was 
made to be than his life as a persecutor of Christians. When we speak of 
“listening” for God’s call, what we are often talking about is an interior kind of 
listening, a listening to God’s word in our heart rather than listening for a voice 
outside of ourselves. 
 

• The language of “calling” can cause some people to miss their call, as they 
discount the kind of interior sense that Paul was speaking of in Galatians. What 
intuitions and interior knowing have helped you to make some of your most 
important decisions about work or relational commitments? 

• How do you test out an intuition like this? 
 
 
Wednesday, January, 20 

Now the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying,  
 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
 and before you were born I consecrated you; 
 I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:4)  

 
In today’s passage from Jeremiah, another great Hebrew prophet, we hear the 
voice of God explaining how God created a plan for Jeremiah’s life while he was 
still in his mother’s womb. God is now explaining that plan to Jeremiah: he will 
be a prophet to the nations. No guesswork. No proof through testing. Jeremiah 
hears the voice of God clearly explaining to him the course his life will take.  
 
This passage depicting Jeremiah’s call can seriously mislead people seeking their 
vocations from God. The language suggests that while Jeremiah was still unborn 
in his mother’s womb, God had already preordained the course of Jeremiah’s 
life. Based on this reading, some people think that they must frantically search to 
discern God’s one true “plan” for their life. It’s as if God has decided there is 
only one vocation or calling for each of us that will be pleasing to God and it’s up 
to us to search diligently until we find it. It's as if our lives will be a failure unless 
and until we discover that one true plan God has preordained for us from the 
beginning.  
 
Over the course of this study, we will show that God calls us in a variety of ways 
at different times and in different contexts and that God does not have just one 
“plan” for our lives or for how we are to respond to God’s calls. 
 

• How do you respond when you hear someone else talk about God’s one “plan” for 
their life? Do you think God has only one “plan” for your life? If so, what is it? 
How did you discover that “plan”?  

• In what ways have your callings from God changed over the course of your life? 
How has this influenced your understanding of God’s “plan” for your life?  
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Thursday, January 21 

The word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?” And I 
said, “I see a branch of an almond tree.” Then the Lord said to me, “You have seen 
well, for I am watching over my word to perform it.” The word of the Lord came 
to me a second time, saying, “What do you see?” And I said, “I see a boiling pot, 
tilted away from the north.” (Jeremiah 1:11-13) 
 
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was 
pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of 
the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got 
into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 
way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When 
he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let 
down your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night 
long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” When 
they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to 
break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I 
am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of 
fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who 
were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now 
on you will be catching people.” When they had brought their boats to shore, they 
left everything and followed him. (Luke 5:1-11)  

 
Today, we encounter two other ways of recognizing, understanding, and 
speaking about God’s call in our lives. Each one emphasizes the sensory role of 
sight and sound in recognizing and responding to God’s call, albeit in very 
different ways.  
 
In the first passage from Jeremiah, God twice asks the prophet what he sees. 
Each time Jeremiah responds with what he sees, he draws God’s affirmation of 
his vision. Because Jeremiah sees each situation as God sees it, Jeremiah becomes 
the instrument through which God engages each particular set of circumstances. 
The voice of God explains what Jeremiah sees and directs Jeremiah’s response.   
 
In the second passage, we are presented with the Gospel writer Luke’s 
understanding of the call of Jesus’ disciples. Unlike the experience of the 
disciples in Mark’s Gospel, where they are called by Jesus and respond 
immediately (maybe even irrationally!), the disciples in Luke have a more 
circumspect experience of call and response. Jesus gives them specific 
instructions and they then follow his direction. Only after their responsive 
actions bear much fruit do they leave everything behind to follow Jesus. Their 
response to the call of Jesus is grounded in their experience of the fruit borne by 
his instructions. Their response to the call might be characterized as a more 
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rational decision than the urgent and seemingly unreflected response of the 
disciples in Mark.  
 

• What steps do you take to try to see the world as God sees it? Has this “seeing” 
on your part ever led you to discern God’s call to you to respond to what you see?  

• Have you ever had an experience like that of the disciples in Mark, where you 
responded immediately to a call from God? Did you take any earlier steps that 
prepared you to recognize this call immediately and respond with a similar sense 
of urgency? What fruit did your actions bear?  

• Conversely, have you ever had an experience like that of the disciples in Luke, 
where you first saw a fruitful response to some need in the world and only then 
decided to join God’s mission to respond to that need? What fruit did your actions 
bear in that case?  

 
 
Friday, January 22  

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a certain village, where a 
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister 
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was 
saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him 
and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the 
work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, 
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is 
need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be 
taken away from her” (Luke 10:38-42). 

 
We encounter Martha today as she is just becoming aware of a momentary shift 
in her calling. Often, we grow accustomed to fulfilling a certain role in our family 
or our community or workplace, and we do what is expected of us, regardless of 
how the situation might have changed. Martha’s distress and anxiety become the 
very place where she hears the call to change, at least for this day. Jesus doesn’t 
tell her that she should never again be concerned with demands of hospitality; he 
simply tells her that Mary has made a good choice in that moment, to sit and 
listen. Jesus doesn’t teach in their home every day. The meal can wait for a bit, as 
Martha takes time to receive the gift of teaching that Jesus has brought. 
 

• Jesus speaks into the midst of Martha’s worry and anxiety. Have you ever heard a 
call to change what you are doing, as a result of paying attention to your own 
distress and anxiety? 

• How would you go about discerning the presence of the risen Christ, calling you 
to a change? 

• How would you discern whether the change is just for a moment or a season, or 
whether it is a more permanent shift in your role? 


