
THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF WEST TEXAS 
 
God Claims Us All 
A Biblical Study for Epiphany 2016 
 
Week Two: The Will of God 
 
Opening Prayer 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him 
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are 
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly 
confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. (Collect for the First Sunday after the 
Epiphany, Book of Common Prayer, p. 214). 
 
Introduction to this Week’s Study 
According to the Bible, people have been listening for God’s call from the very 
beginning. In fact, in Genesis 1, the entire creation comes into being by the 
creativity of God’s word resounding through the universe. Thus, our first calling 
is simply to be called into life by the One who loves us.  
 
In this second week of our study, we will gain some clarity about the big 
framework of the will of God that grounds every call that God subsequently 
makes upon every human life. God is living, God loves the world, and wants the 
whole world to flourish in line with God’s original intentions. Often when we 
think about God’s calling, we begin immediately with an inventory of our own 
gifts and skills and interests. But human calling does not actually begin with us 
at all; it has its origins in the life of God and the will of God.  
 
Sometimes we state God’s overarching will this way: 
 

God’s will is the reconciliation of the whole creation to one another and to God. 
 

The questions we are then moved to ask are: 
 
How do my work, my significant relationships, and my engagement with the larger 
community and the creation… 

• play a part in maintaining or mending the fabric of the world? 
• contribute to the common good? 
• support my life materially, so that I can serve my family and my wider 

community generously? 
• help myself and others to flourish? 
• bring joy and delight? 
• challenge me to reach beyond myself? 
• draw me to God in prayer? 
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In the Collect for the First Sunday after the Epiphany quoted above, we hear that 
Jesus responded to God’s call to new life and ministry by means of his baptism in 
the Jordan River. As baptized followers of Jesus, we have entered into the same 
covenant with God as did Jesus himself. We have committed to follow Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior and this means we, too, become participants with 
Christ in carrying out God’s mission to reconcile all people to God and to one 
another.  
 
 
Monday, January 11 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the 
street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its 
twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the 
tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found 
there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and 
his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be 
on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light of 
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 
forever and ever (Revelation 22:1-5). 

 
We spoke above about God’s will for the creation from the very beginning. In 
this passage from Revelation, we see God’s desire for the renewal of all things. 
Note that Revelation is not about the end of all things, but about a radically new 
beginning. Some of the important images here are: 

• the renewed city, a counterpoint to the garden of Genesis 2-3. The city 
expresses God’s desire for the healing of human relationships and the 
healing of the relationship between human beings and the rest of the 
creation. 

• the tree of life. The leaves of this tree heal the rifts between nations, while 
its fruit miraculously nourishes people year-round. See Genesis 3:22 for 
the contrast with how God treated the Tree of Life in the beginning. 

• what is not here. Strikingly, there is no temple at the end of Revelation. 
People worship God constantly, wherever they are, in and through 
everything they do (their callings). 

 
How does this vision help us to think about God’s will and our callings? 
 

• Our callings are the places where we honor God, wherever we are. In that way, 
they are a kind of worship. What did you do today that gave honor to God? Where 
were you? Who was with you? That place was holy ground. 

• In God’s sight, our cities and nations are potentially very important locations for 
reconciliation. What is your small part of God’s reconciling work in your city or 
between the United States and other nations?  
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Tuesday, January 12 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a sacrifice – living, holy and well-pleasing to God - which is your 
reasoned worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may prove through testing what is the will of 
God—what is good and well-pleasing and perfect (Romans 12:1-2).  

 
In our introduction to this week’s theme focused on the will of God, we noted 
that God’s overarching will was for the reconciliation of people throughout the 
world to one another and to God. Today’s reading is part of Paul’s letter to a 
deeply divided group of Christians in the city of Rome. These alienated Roman 
Christians were gathering weekly in small house churches throughout the city. 
Some of the house churches were populated primarily with Jewish followers of 
Jesus who were still following the Jewish law and eating only kosher food at their 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Other house churches, comprising mostly 
Gentile converts to Jesus, had no commitments to the Jewish Torah and were 
eating any available food when they gathered for their sacred meal.  
 
These two disparate groups won’t eat the Lord’s Supper together because of their 
disagreement over what can and cannot be eaten. The strictly law-observant 
Jewish followers of Jesus are judging Christ’s Gentile disciples for disregarding 
the authority of scripture, which outlines what can be eaten and what food must 
be avoided. Conversely, the Gentile Christians are looking down on and 
despising the highly scrupulous, law observant Jewish disciples because they are 
too rigidly committed to what the Gentile Christians understand to be outdated 
scripture.  
 
Paul writes to address the conflict. He essentially tells both groups that to do the 
will of God they must pattern their actions on Jesus Christ, the one who gave 
himself as a sacrifice for others. The reasoned worship of God, says Paul, is less 
about coming together to eat the Lord’s Supper and more about living daily life 
according to God’s will. God’s will requires them to embody a living sacrifice 
that will be well-pleasing to God and benefit the other group.  
 
Paul does not designate specific concrete actions the Roman Christians should 
take. Instead, since every situation in daily life is different, Paul encourages them 
to prove through testing what is the will of God in their unique Roman context. 
Paul teaches a reasoned process of trial and error for discerning the will of God. 
The Roman Christians are to take concrete actions and then reflect together on 
which actions bear good fruit in their common life in community.  
 

• According to Paul, we cannot be certain in advance that any particular action we 
take will be well-pleasing to God and thereby bear good fruit in our community. 
In what ways does this trial and error practice in the community actually bring 
us closer to God and to one another?  

• This congregational process of reasoned worship for discerning the will of God 
suggests that the different ways we respond to our vocations/callings from God 
are deeply contextual. Where might God be calling you in your own contexts to 
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work for the reconciliation of people alienated from one another? What concrete 
actions might you consider taking as part of your reasoned worship seeking to 
reconcile these divided people to one another and to God? With whom might you 
consult for input on whether your proposed actions will prove beneficial to 
others? 

 
 
Wednesday, January 13 

For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and 
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual 
wisdom and comprehension, so that you may walk worthily of the Lord, fully 
pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledge 
of God (Colossians 1:9-10).  

 
Yesterday, we examined Paul’s teaching on reasoned worship: we offer our 
bodies as living sacrifices by taking specific actions that we hope will be well-
pleasing to God. Today, in his prayer for the Colossians, Paul gives us further 
insight about how to prove through testing what concrete actions are pleasing to 
God. He prays that by means of the Spirit God will fill the Colossians with 
wisdom and comprehension of God’s will in their context. This divine insight 
happens, says Paul, when we recognize the connection between our actions and 
the fruit they bear in our community. In other words, when we walk in ways that 
are pleasing to God, God enriches our lives and the lives of others. Paul 
characterizes this divine enrichment as the fruit of our actions. By seeing and 
comprehending how God’s life-giving power benefits people through some of 
our concrete actions, we grow in our knowledge of the God who is actively at 
work mending and even re-creating the fabric of our world.  
 

• Take a few moments to reflect back on some of your actions over the past few days. 
Identify some ways that other people benefitted from some of your actions. In 
what ways have you come to know God more deeply from making these 
connections between particular actions and the fruit they have borne?  

• How might this present insight help you in your discernment of how to walk 
worthily of the Lord in future situations?   

 
 
Thursday, January 14 

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is 
making his appeal through us…. (2 Corinthians 5:17-20). 

 
In this passage, Paul is speaking about what happens to us in our baptism: we 
are recreated in Christ, and enfolded into God’s mission for the world as 
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ambassadors. An ambassador represents the government of the sending country. 
In our case, as ambassadors of Christ, we are representatives of God’s Kingdom 
wherever we are. As Christ’s ambassadors, our primary work is that of 
reconciliation, and thus one of our main tasks is that of embodying the two faces 
of Christ’s reconciling work: justice and mercy. At the small scale of an 
individual human life, we do our part in God’s reconciliation every time we 
work toward forgiveness, toward accountability, toward mutual understanding, 
toward compassion in our homes and workplaces, in the grocery store or on the 
highway. We are God’s instruments for the mending of the world, one stitch at a 
time. 
 

• If you are doing this study in the evening, think back over your day; if you are 
doing it in the morning, think about the day to come. What opportunities did you 
have, or will you have, for making a tiny healing stitch in the world? 

• Where does your heart go out toward a situation that needs reconciliation? How 
might God call you as an ambassador of Christ, to participate practically in that 
healing work? 

 
 
Friday, January 15 

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And 
on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested 
on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the 
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work 
that he had done in creation (Genesis 1:31-2:3). 

 
Friday is the day on which the Jewish community prepares for the Sabbath, 
which begins at sundown on Friday night. Sabbath means, literally, rest. The 
Sabbath is the day on which God rested, and the Ten Commandments call us to 
share that holy rest in a regular weekly rhythm. Some people speak of what God 
created on the seventh day as the creation of sacredness in time, a kind of holy 
temple made of time. Resting gives God--and us--a chance to look back over the 
rest of the creation and to drink in its goodness. 
 
Sabbath-keeping is an important aspect of our inheritance from Jewish tradition: 
a day to step back and reflect, a day simply to receive the goodness of the world, 
and to realize that we did not create it, and that it does not depend upon our 
work for its existence. Our culture acts as though human beings are the center of 
the universe, and without us nothing would be done. The Sabbath corrects that 
misunderstanding by asking us to receive a world that is complete, good, 
intricate, lovely beyond our ability to understand or create. The balance to our 
active, creative callings is the calling to rest and to receive. 
 

• What times will you set aside to receive and to reflect upon the mystery of the 
world? 

• Where, how, and with whom will you choose to engage this sacred rest? 
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