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I look forward to our Advent journey with the prophet Isaiah during these next four 

weeks.  In the Bible, the name “Isaiah” refers to both the man as well as the book 

given his name, and we will be discussing both.  The meaning of the name “Isaiah” 

is “Yah(weh) is salvation, which is similar in meaning to the Hebrew names 

Joshua, Hosea, Elisha, and, of course, Jesus.   

 

As we travel along, we will be focusing on three questions:  

(1) Who was Isaiah? 

(2) What were the circumstances in his day?  

(3) How do both the prophet Isaiah and the Book of Isaiah relate to my life today? 

 

In other words, this study will be designed to think about the world behind the text 

(Isaiah’s situation and the prophetic tradition), the world of the text (circumstances 

– religious and geographic of the time period in which the prophesy occurred), and 

the world in front of the text (today).   

 

Each week we will begin this study with some context (#s 1-2 above), and then 

turn to the reading from the Book of Isaiah appointed for the Sunday in Advent to 

see how it might be speaking to us in our lives (#3 above).  Advent begins the 

yearly lectionary cycle, and this year we are in  Year A (see 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/).     

 

First, the man.  Isaiah was the son of Amoz, and he proclaimed his message to 

Judah and Jerusalem in the 8
th
 century.  

 

He was born circa 760BC, and his call came “in the year that King Uzziah died” 

(6.1).  That would be about 742BC, so he was about 18 to 20 years old if we can 

assume these dates are reasonably accurate, which I believe we can.  He is 



considered the “first” of the major prophets - the other two “majors” being 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 

 

While almost nothing is known of his early life, it has been suggested from his 

message that he might have been a priest.  He was married, and he refers to his 

wife in 8.3 as “the prophetess.”  I mentioned this to my wife, Catherine, and she 

now has me referring to her in this manner.  Isaiah and his wife have a son, whom 

they name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz (8.3).  And I thought Lillibridge was bad. 

 

Isaiah seemed to have extraordinary access to the king and the court, certainly 

much more so than the ordinary citizen of the day.  Assyria was the dominant 

power in his time, and his message was directed to Judah and Jerusalem – in the 

Southern Kingdom of Israelites.  The Northern Kingdom had already been annexed 

to the Assyrian empire.   

 

As a reminder, Israel was originally organized in a tribal configuration – ie, “The 

12 Tribes of Israel.”  These 12 tribes were based on the 12 sons of Jacob; and 

Jacob had his named changed to Israel (Genesis 32.28). Jacob was the son of Isaac 

and grandson of Abraham. 

 

To briefly state a long and complicated history, the united nation of Israel first 

under King Saul, then King David, then King Solomon, broke out in a civil war of 

sorts following the reign of Solomon.  This resulted in 10 tribes becoming the 

Northern Kingdom, and 2 tribes becoming the Southern Kingdom.  As mentioned 

above, during Isaiah’s time the Northern Kingdom had already fallen to Assyria, 

and the Southern Kingdom’s future didn’t seem too bright, either.  Everybody was 

nervous, and Isaiah’s prophecy was a religious message set in a highly uncertain, 

divided, and complicated political environment.  Sound familiar?  

 

The role of the biblical prophets can be understood in two dimensions. First, and 

likely what many people initially think, it is a role about future events.  Isaiah 

certainly fits into this dimension, as he is the prophet whose message is most 

closely aligned with the prophecy of the coming Messiah, as we shall see in the 

coming weeks.   

 

The second major dimension of the biblical prophets is the ability to interpret 

current events.  This is clearly a focus of all of the prophets.  They called out the 

injustices, misbehavior, false religious practices and beliefs, and so much more 

found in their time.   

 



So, when it comes to prophets, it is important to remember that biblical prophecy is 

about both the interpretation of the current situation as well as looking toward the 

future.  Sometimes the look toward the future is ominous, sometimes very hopeful; 

but the prophetic tradition always sees the hand of God involved in the fortunes of 

the people Israel. 

 

Next week, more on Isaiah’s ministry and the historical situation.  Now, let us turn 

to the appointed lesson from Isaiah for the first Sunday of Advent. 

 

Isaiah 2.1-5   
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 

 

2 In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the 

highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall 

stream to it. 

 

3 Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 

Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we 

may walk in his paths.’  For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of 

the Lord from Jerusalem. 

 

4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they 

shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 

 

5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

For reflection: 

 

1.  What word or phrase stands out for you in this passage? 

 

2.  In this passage, there are several images and words discussed in the 

background material presented – words such as Judah, Jerusalem, nations, 

house of Jacob, and others.  How does this help you begin to understand 

where Isaiah may be heading with his message since these images come 

from very early in the book (chapter 2)? 

 

3. Verse 4 mentions turning instruments of violence into (basically) farm 

implements.  What is behind this imagery? A ploughshare/plowshare is often 

used metaphorically to describe transforming a weapon into an instrument of 



peace?  What does being an instrument of peace mean to you?  How does 

your life reflect Jesus’ teaching – “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 

will be called children of God” (from the Beatitudes in Matthew 5.9, part of 

the Sermon on the Mount).  Is there significance for you in the realization 

that peacemaking is the defining mark of a child of God as Jesus teaches in 

the Sermon on the Mount?  Advent is preparation for the “Prince of Peace.”  

During Advent (and beyond), which of your swords and spears might you 

and God transform into tools for peacemaking in your family, job, 

friendships, environment, and thinking? 

 

4.  With regard to the two-fold dimension of prophecy (present and future), in 

what ways do you live in the present?  In what ways do you look toward the 

future? 

 

5. Light is a major theme of the Advent season.  How will you commit over 

this Advent season to, in the words of verse 5, “walk in the light of the 

Lord?” 

 

 

Looking ahead to next week, we will look at some of the major themes of Isaiah 

coming from his context and reflect on the beautiful passage appointed for 2 

Advent, Isaiah 11.1-10.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


