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In the first two weeks of our journey with Isaiah, we have been discussing the person of Isaiah and the 

context and themes of his preaching.  Last week, I briefly mentioned the process by which the Jewish 

nation became "the people of the book."  Part of "the book" (Bible) is the individual book of Isaiah; and 

so let's take a brief look at the book itself. 

 

Before I do that, let me mention the recent Collect of the Day for November 13 (Proper 28).  In that 

prayer, we pray, "Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:  Grant us so 

to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the 

blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ...".  Based on this 

prayer, let’s put a "context on the text" so that we can hear, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the 

book of the prophet Isaiah; which, in the words of Old Testament scholar Gerhad von Rad, “represents 

the theological high-water mark of the whole Old Testament.”  

 

Isaiah preached in the Southern Kingdom (Judah) from about 742-687BC.  While the book that bears his 

name includes 66 chapters, only chapters 1-39 are from his time.  Scholars and theologians agree that 

chapters 40-66 come from a later time (which means a different author or authors), specifically the time 

of Cyrus of Persia (539BC) and even later.  Therefore, the first 39 chapters have come to be known be 

known as First Isaiah, and chapters 40-66 have come to be known as Second Isaiah.  Within Second 

Isaiah, chapters 56-66, are frequently referred to as Third Isaiah. 

 

Cyrus of Persia had conquered the region, and it is under his regime that the Israelites are allowed to 

return to their homeland after the exile.  

 

The prophet’s preaching in First Isaiah follows similar themes of his contemporaries - Amos, Hosea, and 

Micah, to be specific.  Isaiah preaches against social injustice and calls upon his hearers to lead lives 

which reflect a true belief that they have placed their confidence in God.  As I mentioned last week, Isaiah 

frequently refers to God as "The Holy One of Israel", and the themes of justice and righteousness, 

teaching and word, and the assurance of divine blessing for the truly faithful and punishment for the 

faithless, can be found throughout the first 39 chapters. 

 

Second Isaiah (40-56) refers to the time period when King Cyrus of Persia defeats Babylon (539BC) and 

becomes the dominant power of the day.  The author of this section rejoices in the expectation of Judah 

returning to Palestine, and this will be accomplished through the non-believer King Cyrus (44.28).  

Message:  God can use anyone to accomplish his purposes.  In fact, Second Isaiah focuses on the 



 

 

historical events of God's purposes from creation to redemption and beyond.  God is the Creator and Lord 

of all, and this will be seen and accompanied in a new creation. 

 

This same hope is shared by the writer(s) of Third Isaiah (56-66).  Scholars date this section as some time 

between 530-510BC, which would make this author a contemporary of Haggai and Zechariah.  Taking all 

three sections of Isaiah as a whole, one comes to appreciate a very moving vision of the assurance of the 

hope of God's people as they understand that their life and times are indeed in God's hands.  Jesus, the 

"Suffering Servant" incarnate, is proclaimed thus:  "Arise, shine; for your light has come" (60.1).  The 

reminds me of the words of Jerome, who said, "Accept the gospel of Christ and be illuminated by him 

who said, 'I am the light of the world" (John 8.12).  Light is a major theme of Advent, of course. 

 

As we live into the words of the Collect I mentioned earlier regarding "inwardly digesting" the Scripture, 

let's turn to the portion of Isaiah appointed for the 3rd Sunday of Advent.  As you hear this, think about 

the imagery used and how this imagery compliments the theme of light in Advent. 

 

 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

 

1 The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.  Like the crocus, 

 

2 it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.  The glory of Lebanon will be given to 

it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God. 

 

3 Strengthen the feeble hands, and steady the knees that give way;  

 

4 say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with 

vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you." 

 

5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 

 

6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.  Water will gush forth in the 

wilderness as streams in the desert. 

 

7 The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs.  In the haunts where jackals 

once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 

 

8 And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness.  The unclean will not journey on it; 

it will be for those who walk in that Way; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

 

9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but 

only the redeemed will walk there,  

 

10 and the ransomed of the Lord will return.  They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will 

crown their heads.  Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

 
 
For reflection: 

 

1. These verses indicate the interplay between opposite conditions.  People who are lame will leap 

like deer; burning sand will become a refreshing pool of water; parched land will burst into 



 

 

bloom, and so forth.  Have you experienced a time when misery has been transformed into a life 

giving situation?  How did you walk that path, and what were the elements of the transformation? 

 

2. Are there pressures in your life at the present time which makes the words of verses 3-4 

particularly relevant for your faith – strengthening feeble hands, steadying knees, speaking a 

word of God’s presence to a fearful heart? 

 

3. Verse 8 speaks of a highway of “Holiness.”  What images and spiritual practices come into your 

mind when you hear these words?  Are you moving along the highway at a pace with which you 

are pleased?  Stuck in traffic on the entrance ramp?  Run out of gas on the side of the road?  How 

can you use these next two weeks of Advent to help others who are traveling or strengthen your 

own journey? 

 

4. In the words of verse 10, think of a time in which “gladness and joy” overtook you.  Take a 

moment to remember and give thanks for the blessings in your life. 


