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Seek First the Kingdom 

The Kingdom of Heaven in the Gospel of Matthew  

 
Session Six: Living as a Kingdom Community    
 
Opening Prayer  
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and 
even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to 
those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (Collect for Proper 20, Book of 
Common Prayer, p. 234). 
 

 
Introduction to this Week’s Study  
In today’s passages we continue to reflect on parables of the kingdom of heaven. We 
will consider two more parables that are unique to the Gospel of Matthew. They appear 
nowhere else in the New Testament, so they tell us quite a bit about Matthew’s view of 
living as a kingdom community.   
 
 

Biblical Passages 
 
Addressing Destructive Forces in the Community   
 

Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came 
up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder 
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did 
these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, 
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the 
weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until 
the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 

 
…Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who 
sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the 
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who 
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sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just 
as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The 
Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin 
and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” (Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43) 
 

Comments on the Passage 

 The opening verse picks up the theme of discernment we considered in our last 
session. When Jesus says “the kingdom of heaven may be compared to…” he is 
leaving it to the Christian community to discern the connections between life in 
their world and life in the kingdom as depicted in the parable. 

 This particular parable and its explanation anticipate a Christian community 
where good and bad coexist side by side – in the community and in the world.  

 The parable urges the Christian community to exercise restraint and patience 
with their brothers and sisters who stumble, rather than uprooting them from 
their relationships and established place in the community. Jesus even suggests 
at another place in the Gospel – Matthew 18:10-14 - that we should go after a 
community member who has gone astray and help restore that person to the 
community.  

 By practicing patience and restraint with an evildoer the Christian community 
lives into one of the Beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount: “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will receive mercy” (Matthew 5:7; see also 15:22; 17:15; 18:33; 20:30-
31).  

 Similarly, showing mercy to an evildoer aligns with other major themes in 
Matthew’s Gospel, such as the strong admonition against judging others (7:1-5); 
the instruction to seek reconciliation, even with an enemy (5:21-26; 5:43-48); and 
practicing forgiveness (6:12, 14-15; 18:21-22). 

 In other words, Jesus warns us to be aware of evil in our midst, but encourages 
us to leave to God the judgment and punishment of the evildoer. On the day of 
final judgment, God will prevail over all the causes of sin and with those doing 
evil in God’s kingdom, leaving behind all those doing good to shine in the world.   

 Jesus clearly warns us here about the harm we can do to families, friends, 
relationships, and to our Christian community when we fail to practice mercy 
and, instead, assume the role of judge expressly reserved for God.  

 Living as a kingdom community means always continuing to disciple one 
another in the life-giving ways of Jesus.  

 In our last session, we looked at Matthew 18:15-20. There, Jesus sets out a pattern 
of action for discipling a wrongdoer in the community.  

o First, we engage the person in a face-to-face conversation, speaking clearly 
to that person about the perceived offense.  

o If that doesn’t restore the wrongdoer to right relationship with us, we take 
two or three other people with us to confront the person.  
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o If that doesn’t bring the wrongdoer to recognize the wrongness of the 
action, we present the offense to the whole community. The purpose of 
this pattern for action is twofold: we try to avoid shaming the wrongdoer 
publicly, while helping that person recognize their transgression and 
restoring them to right relationships in the community.  

 

For Reflection  
 What spiritual disciplines have shaped you to become more merciful to those 

who stumble? What are some of the obstacles that hinder you from practicing 
mercy?  

 When we are tempted to judge someone for what they have done, or even 
consider asking them to leave our community, we are usually doing so for what 
we think are good reasons. Reflect on the times you have thought about taking 
such actions. What were the good reasons you had for doing so? What do you 
hear in this passage that might influence your future decision-making about how 
to respond?  

 Have you ever participated in some of the conversations contemplated in 18:15-
20? Describe your experience. What obstacles might be preventing you from 
participating in the kind of discipling conversations described here?  
 

 
Being Prepared to Enter the Kingdom of Heaven 
 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went 
to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish 
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at 
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then 
all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not 
be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I 
do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour 
(Matthew 25:1-12). 

 
Comments on the Passage  

 The contrast of the bridesmaids as “wise” or “foolish” echoes the exact same 
labels used to contrast the wise man who built his house on rock and the foolish 
man who built his house on sand at the close of the Sermon on the Mount (7:24-
27).  
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 The five foolish bridesmaids who came late to the banquet and cried “Lord, 
Lord” echo the same exact cry as those who fail to do the will of God in 7:21-23.  

o In both cases the people crying “Lord, Lord” do not enter the kingdom.  
o Jesus fails to recognize them because they were not ready to enter the 

kingdom.  

 The admonition to “stay awake” reflects a stance of thoughtful preparation for 
the expected but unknown time that Jesus will return.  

 Being “ready” or “prepared” for the return of Jesus means, among other things, 
having all your relationships in good order by practicing mercy, forgiveness, and 
reconciliation.   

o Being wise or foolish represents one of two different states of readiness 
that will be evident on the day of final judgment, just as the distinction 
between wheat and weeds will be evident at the time of divine judgment. 

o Matthew offers other metaphorical examples of being unprepared for the 
return of Jesus, such as: not wearing a proper wedding garment (22:11-14) 
and being led astray by false prophets (24:4-5, 11, 24).  

 This last parable can also be read as an allegory that addresses another important 
aspect of Christian discernment: making sure our lamps remain brightly lit at all 
times 

o The parable builds on Jesus’ saying in Matthew 5:14-16: “You are the light 
of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts 
it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 

o In other words, to be the light of the world we must imagine ourselves as 
lamps burning brightly at all times and in all places.  

o To burn brightly at all times and in all places means always having 
enough oil for our lamps to burn brightly; it means having our lamps 
never grow dim for lack of fuel.    

o All of us, however, at various times in our lives say “yes” to too many 
requests or demands on our time and energy. 

o The more overworked and overcommitted we become, the more and 
faster we consume the oil that keeps our lamps burning brightly.  

o In such circumstances the lamp that is our life grows dimmer and dimmer 
before finally burning out.  

o So, being “prepared” or “ready” for the return of Jesus, means always 
having enough oil in our lamps by being careful not to overcommit or 
allow ourselves to be overworked. 

o When we maintain sufficient oil for our lamps, they continue to burn 
brightly, so that when Jesus returns he will recognize us as shining lights 
that brighten the world.  
 

For Reflection  
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 “Staying awake,” “being prepared,” and “being ready” are three metaphors that 
describe the fruit of the practice of Christian discernment in a community of 
disciples. Tell a story about a recent time that your Christian community helped 
you stay awake or get yourself prepared for the return of Jesus.  

 Describe a recent time in your life when, speaking metaphorically, your lamp 
grew dim because you didn't have enough oil. What were some of the causes for 
you not having sufficient oil to trim your lamp brightly?  

 Describe a recent time in your life when you said “no” to a request to do 
something. Did anyone help you reach that decision? Did your “no” help you to 
keep sufficient oil on hand so that you were able to say “yes” to another and 
maybe better request that came later? Explain.  

 Share with one another some of the various ways that each of your lamps 
illuminates your community and the wider world around you.  

 
 


